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The student of Latin is far better situated, in mat- 
ters of lexicography, than is his brother who de- 
votes himself primarily to Greek. In the American 
Journal of Philology for March last (34.112-114) 
Professor Gildersleeve discussed, in Brief Mention, 
various plans put forth in recent years for a Greek 
Thesaurus. 

The edition of Stephanus by Hase and the Din- 
dorfs, still indispensable, is patchwork, and the ad- 
vance in our knowledge of every phase of the life 
of antiquity, the advance in criticism and herme- 
neutics, in archaeology, in epigraphies, in grammar, 
in etymology, makes a Greek Thesaurus one of the 
most pressing needs of Greek scholarship. 

A plan for a Greek Thesaurus, regarded by Pro- 
fessor Gildersleeve as feasible, has been prepared 
and is to be laid this year before the International 
Association of Academies. In this Thesaurus it is 
proposed to embrace the period from Homer to 
Aristotle; the whole mass of later Greek literature, 
in this plan, is to be reserved for a lexicon of its 
own. Professor Gildersleeve notes that the proposed 
Greek Thesaurus is to include 29 authors as against 
the 225 of the Latin Thesaurus. 

Meanwhile, Passow's Worterbuch der Griechischen 
Sprache (the basis of Liddell and Scott) is under- 
going revision, under the direction of Dr. Wilhelm 
Cronert, Privatdozent in Strassburg. The revision 
is to appear in 50 parts, of 80 pages, or 160 columns, 
each ; each part is to cost 3.20 Marks. Two parts 
have been issued, covering A to AXQitov. The pages 
are a little smaller than those of the Epitome 
Thesauri Latini, noticed in The Classical Weekly 
7.1 13. The publishers are Vanderhoeck and Rup- 
recht (Gottingen). 

In the American Journal of Philology for June 
last (34.239-240, under Brief Mention), Professor 
Gildersleeve gave a brief preliminary notice of the 
book, which I am glad indeed to reproduce here : 

In the programme that accompanies the new 
Passow ... the editor, Wilhelm Cronert, holds out 
no hope of an early completion of the work. If the 
older Passow was sixteen years in building, how 
can we expect a much more speedy termination of a 
much more ambitious enterprise? But the aged 
scholar must not despair. Little did I dream that 
I should live to see the great Oxford Dictionary so 
near its goal as it is now. ... 

The scope of the new Passow is, as I have said, 
ambitious. It is to take in the whole Thesaurus of 
the Greek language down to the Byzantine time. 
The line is drawn at Procopius and the subsequent 
Byzantine historians, although the contemporary 



poets and philosophers are included. Inscriptions 
and papyri are to be conscientiously exploited— even 
the papyri of the Byzantine time. Coins, gems, and 
vases are to furnish material. The new Latin The- 
saurus is to yield its treasures, and the glosses like- 
wise. Especial attention is to be paid to the dialects, 
the ancient lexicographers, scholiasts and grammar- 
ians, to the Septuagint and other versions and the 
New Testament. The texts are to be critically 
studied, and corruptions indicated. Etymology is 
to be handled briefly, exegesis concisely, the refer- 
ences are to be distinguished by their abundance, 
their exactness, their analytical arrangement. The 
first fascicle runs from A to ainopvyxlas. An inter- 
esting and important feature is the category VERB 
(reitung), which is appended to some of the more 
considerable articles, and which may redeem in some 
measure the pellmell disorder of the examples — an 
offence to my soul as a syntactician. As in most 
German works, the art of abridgment is carried to 
an extreme, but those who have had some experience 
with the advertisements in German newspapers where 
'e. fr. Pf.' represent 'ein frommes Pferd', will have 
no serious difficulty. C K. 



THE ABUSE OF FIRE ' 

The title of this paper has no doubt suggested 
to you all sorts of possible topics. To allay your 
curiosity, I state at once that I am going to speak 
of priests, diviners, magicians and other cheats, who 
employed the element not only for cooking, lighting 
and keeping warm — what may be called the legiti- 
mate uses of fire — , but also at sacrifices, divinations 
and spiritistic meetings to produce phenomena that 
should dupe the credulous ; — and this is certainly 
the abuse of fire. 

The paper was really born of a much larger sub- 
ject, the whole question of imposture, religious and 
secular, as practised among the Greeks and the Ro- 
mans. Concerning this I have been collecting pas- 
sages for years, not from any desire to equip 
myself for that particular pursuit, for which I can 
claim none of the natural talents that are so freely 
ascribed to certain scholars of our generation, but 
because I believe that no one can properly under- 
stand the manners and customs of the Greeks and 
Romans, their philosophy, religion, military achieve- 
ments and even their business-relations, until he has 
taken account of the measure of their credulity, the 
impostors who played upon it and the means that 
they employed. 



1 This paper was read at the Seventh Annual Meeting of 
The Classical Association of the Atlantic States, at Balti- 
more, May 3, 1913. 



